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\Frank Gardiner Wisner Dead;

.:'.Former Top Official of C.1.A.

stpecial to The New YoIk Thycs E

 WASIINGTON, Oct. 20

. ithe agency.
A recent hook on the CILA.,
|“The . Invisible’ Government,”
|says that ; Mr. Wisncer® was
- |brought from the State Depart-

LTl GGL\.‘II‘IAL‘A PO
mer New York lawyer and for
many years a lop official of

died at his farm in ncarby Gal-
ena, Md, today. He was 56
years old. _ C
According to the police In
Kent County, Md., Mr, Wisner
‘shot himself in the right tem-

ple with a 20-gauige shotgun.|

Triends said that he had been
‘despondent ever since a hernia
-operation last spring, and that

| ‘he had becn hospitalized for a

sbrief period this summer,

Mr, Wisner's work in the in-
telligence -agency was nccessar-
ily- shrouded in secrecy. The
State Department’s biographic
registor for 1864 lists him only
as “goy-serv”’ (government ser-
vant), ang officials of the agen-
cy would not go beyond that
today. - t. .

However, Mr. Wisner was said
to have mastermindeqd the suc-
cessful anti-Communist coup in
Guatemala in 1854, and to have
participated in or directed,
other -missions undertaken by

ment to thé C.ILA. in the late

ated Office of Policy Coordina-
tion, This office was the fore-
runner of the agency's ‘Plals
Division,” created in 1951. )
Its princ¢ipal - responsibillty
'was the conduct;, of sceret. po-
litical operations, asvopposed to
the other- dgency functions of
lgathering intelligence.and mak-
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Ling analyses. Mr,

the Central Intelligence Agency,|.

1040's to head the newly cre-

Wisner suee

C.LA. dircctor—as head of the
Plans Division in 1051.

According to the book, Mr.
Wisner was sent to London in
1959 'as “station chief’—the
highest-ranking C.I.A. man in

that country. He resigned fromj.’

the \agency ih '1962, -and until

his dcath practiced law ‘dnp -

Washingtomn. ;

Mr. Wisner, who was born inj
Laurel, Miss, reccived a B.A.
degree from the (University of
Virginia in 1931 and an LL.B
from the university’s law school
three years later, i

He was admitted to the New
York Bar in 1935, and, practiced
law there for se¢veral years with
the firm. of Carter, Ledyard &
Milburgi . s

In 1941, he joined the United
States Naval Reserve,  attain-
ing the rank of commander,
Betwen 1943 and 1946 he served
with the Office of Strateglc

Services, where he developed an| -

interest in intelligence work.
In 1947-48, he served the
State Department as deputy as-
sistant sccretary of state - fom
occupied countries. He,  joined
the C.I.A. in Scptember, 1048,
and quickly rosc to become one
of its key officers, , .~ - ¢
Survivors include his widow,
the -former Mary Knowles of
Greenwich, . Conn,, .. four; chil-
drem, ‘and a-sister, Mrs. Alex-
ander .Chisholm of Laurel, Miss.
His oldest” son, Frank 2d, is

serving with the State Departey

ment in’ Saigon. In addition to

the.farm, the Wisners maintainj

a home in the, Georgetown sec=|
tion of Washington, ;E
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